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Introduction to Main Characters in the Text
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T A1 9% Ding Libd 0k M8 Dawéi :ﬁdﬂﬁ Lin N&
A Canadian student, An American student, A British St“dle“tv
aged 21, male. aged 22, male. aged 19, female.

Gubo is his father;
Ding Yun is his mother.

F4 Song Hua & Wang Xidoyan Bd@-F Lu Yuping
A Chinese student, A Chinese student, A Chinese reporter,
aged 20, male. aged 20, female. aged 26, male.

\F
/”%\f' h

FE & JF Chén ldoshi FHIs Zhang jitoshou %%ﬂiﬁ.deg Iioshi
A Chinese teacher, A Chinese professor, A Chinese teacher,
aged 30, female. aged 48, male. aged 32, male.

B e e P i g e A T
‘ This lesson begm.s by introducing some sounds umqum
- to the Chinese language, including tones. The Chinese writ- i
. ing system dates back more than four thousand years, and it !
' is especially intriguing to see how Chinese characters devel-
| oped since their basically pictographic origins in ancient
T China. By the end of the lesson, you will know eleven Chi-
i

"' nese characters and be able to express some everyday greet-
i

ings in Chinese.
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LU YUping: Libs, ni hgo.®
& wF: kR 4.

Libo Ni hdo, LU Yping.
b & w5, & &E,




iiﬁ New Words
7] New Words : 1. ma (0] SO

(interrogative particle for question expecting

yes-no answer)
L i e R you 2. wo & I me
2. hdo A *F good; well; fine; OX. 3. hén Adv 4& very
3. L0 Yiping PN E@-F (name of a Chinese reporter) 4. ne MdPt %R (a modal particle used for elliptical questions)
' Libd PN K (name of a Canadian student) 5. yé Adv A too; also
4. .

6. Lin N& PN AR A (name of a British student)

\ 4 ® @ Ni hto.
Lbd: Lin N&, nl htio ma? “Hello!”, “How do you do?”
Hik. A B, AR F OHY

This is the most common form of greeting in Chinese. It can be used at any time of
day when meeting people for the first time or for people you already know. The response to
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Lin N&: W& hén hdo, ni ne? ©

Wb, & AR, AR R i et fom s aso "R (N o™,
e @ Ni h&io ma?

Libd. Y& hén hdo. “How are you?”

PN

This is also a form of greeting, often used after you have not seen someone for some
time, and the response is usually “FIRLF”(“WS h&n hdo™) or other similar formulze.

@ NI ne?
“And (how are) you?”
@ Y& hén hgo.

“(I am) fine (literally, very good), too.”

This is an elliptical sentence, with the subject “3”(W®) omitted. In spoken Chinese,
when the context is explicit and there is no ambiguity, the subject is often omitted. One
may also say “fR4F”(“Hén h&o”) to answer the question “#RIFIL? ”"(“Ni hdio ma? ).
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Pronunciation Drills

Bl Initialss b p m n | h
Wt Finals ¢ o e i u 0
ao en ie in ing uo

(1) Students are required to master the characters of the purple new words in this lesson.




1. i Spelling ’ :':fw hén hé & hdo  y& hén hd
ba bo bi ba bin  bing ni-hao nhao ye hao ye hen hao
a o] ]] U N in . .
b _ P _ p_ P _ : Ping 6. BABE T MR EHIE Read the following classroom expressions aloud
ma mo mi ma Ni hdo.
né ndo nie Nimen hdo.
=] IGo lie lud
he h6o huo PO. SE4S Conversation Practice
2. P4 The four tones : KEY SENTENCES :
a a a a + 1. NI hdo. :
hao héo hdo héo ni hdo 2 3 WG hén hdo, ni ne? :
] . - - 4. Y& hén hdo. :
T li I i : :
l?é I?O ?é 1?0 Libo {—) [#T48# Saying hello]
lin lin fin lin 1. SER £ Complete the following dialogue
nd nd nd na Lin N& Lin N&. Libo, ni hdo!
G [V I (V] Libo.
ya  vyd y yu
ping ping LU YUping 2. HE 1% Make a dialogue based on the picture
wo wo wo (1) A:
hén hén hen wo hén hdo
yé yé yé yé y& hén hdo B:
3. 3% Sound discrimination
ba — pé nd nd wii —— hti
(eight) (female) (five) (tiger) i
bing — bin pi¢ — bi¢ hud — wo (2) A:
(ice) (left-falling strokes)} (fire) D
4. B Tone discrimination B:
md — ma mi —— mi i —— i '
(horse) (mom) (wood) (one)
yé& yé i — N mén —— men
(also) (night) (strength)  (in) (door)
~6.—




(=) [iE4% Greetings)
1. W F#£:3% Complete the following dialogue
M& Li: NI hdo ma?

LU Vi ) ?
M& Li: WO y& hén hdo. -

2. &4 Situational dialogue
You run into a Chinese friend whom you havent seen for a long time. What will you
say to him/her?

(=) O Listen and repeat
ARHFG7

AR ARRT
FALRSF .

Phonetics

1. FEAE Initials and finals |

A syllable in the common speech of modern Chinese usually consists of an initial, which
is a consonant that begins the syllable, and a final, which constitutes the rest of the syllable.
For example, in the syllable “ping”, “p” is the initial and “iNg” is the final. A syllable
can stand without an initial, such as “y&”, but all syllables must have a final. In the com-
mon speech of modern Chinese, there are altogether 21 initials and 38 finals.

2. RHFEH Pronunciation key
Initials: M, n, |, h are pronounced similarly to their counterparts in the English language.
b like “p” in “speak” (unaspirated, voiceless)
p like “p” in “park” (aspirated, voiceless)
Note: Particular attention should be paid to the pronunciation of the aspirated
and unaspirated consonants: D-p.
Finals: € like “e” in “her”
ie like “ye” in “yes”
-ng (final) a nasalised sound like the “ng” in “bang” without pronouncing the “g”
. Note; The pronunciation of the “@” in a compound final is different from that
of the simple final “e”.

3. Al Tones

Chinese is a tonal language in which the tones convey differences in meaning.

A(ba)  #(ba)  FB(bd)  #(ba)

In common speech there are four basic tones, represented respectively by the following
zane marks:

“@

" ” for the first tone,

“

" for the second tone,

“V'" for the third tone, and

“ N for the fourth tone.

When a syllable contains only a single vowel, the tone mark is placed directly above
e vowel letter as in “IU” and “h&n”. The dot over the vowel “i” should be dropped if
Zze tone mark is placed above it, as in “N”, “nin” and “ping”. When the final of the
s7llable is composed of two or more vowels, the tone mark should be placed above the
~awel pronounced with the mouth widest open (e.g. hdo).

The openness of the mouth for the vowels, from widest to smallest is as follows :

G O e i u s
i S Third-tone sandhi

A third tone, when immediately followed by another third tone, should be pronounced
= the second tone, but with the tone mark “*” remaining unchanged. For example:

ni hdo — ni hdo W6 hén hdo. — W¢ hén hdo.

hén h&io — hén hdo Y& hén h&o. — Yé hén hdo.

:. SFEHMA Spelling rules

At the beginning of a syllable, “i” is written as “y” (e.g. & — y&). “I” is written
== "Yi” when it forms a syllable all by itself (eg. T—> y).

At the beginning of a syllable, “U” is written as “w” (e.g. UO — wWd). “U” is wrilten
- “wu” when it forms a syllable all by itself (e.g. U — wi).

When “0" is at the beginning of a syllable or forms a syllable by itself, a “y” is added
. it and the two dots over it are omitted (eg. O — yu).
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/\- laj Grammar

DUERTER Word order in Chinese sentences

The main characteristic of Chinese grammar is that it lacks of morphological changes in
person, tense, gender, number, and case in the strict sense. The word order, however, is
very important to convey different grammatical meanings. The subject of a sentence is usually
placed before the predicate. For example:

Subject Predicate
{3 508
NT hdo.
E29 " e
Wo hén hdo.
F1i B R e
Libo yé hén hdo.

Chinese Characters

Chinese characters originated from pictures. The history of their formation is very long,
dating back to remote antiquity. Present-day Chinese characters, which evolved from ancient

Chinese characters, are square-shaped. Here are some examples illustrating their long evolu-

tion;
Picture Oracle Bo Small Seal Official plex Smpl
! Clal
I e_ R ne Character Serint Character Character
nscription ara P inRegular | in Regular
Script Script
B
‘—.jrg’%\
? Xl;’ 'ﬁ% e ‘\\\, -.—--,
P

~10-

L. FHAE%LE Basic strokes of Chinese characters

Chinese characters are written by combining various kinds of “strokes”. These strokes
can be divided into “basic” strokes and “combined” strokes.

Basic strokes of Chinese characters

stroke Name Example Way to Write

. \ didin ,‘.] The dot is written from top to bottom-right, as in
o the first stroke of “[7”.
f— —> héng _—

The horizontal stroke is written from left to right.

shu A

The vertical stroke is written from top downward 1o
bottom, as in the second stroke of “A”.

pié )j

The downward-left stroke is written from top to
bottom-left, as in the second stroke of “F77”.

na 7\

The downward-right stroke is written from top to
bottom-right, as in the second stroke of “/\”.

t ES

The upward stroke is written from bottom-left to
top-right, as in the fourth stroke of “F§™.

2. \ERANF Learn and write basic Chinese characters

1y —
yi

2) /\
ba

W)

\

@ 17(m)

meén

(s) 4,

yé

one 1 stroke

7 I\ ) i £
eight 2 strokes i

T {
strength 2 strokes }{E

I 17

door 3 strokes

e
too; also 3 strokes

—11-




© & (%) T hE

horse ol 3 strokes 520
Note: “IL” js written as “5 7 on the left side of a charactf:r.

e i)

a’\%%

" % L k4 ’g )
nd female 3 strokes -
Note: “k” is written as “4 ” on the left side of a character.

8 T HRA

wii five 4 strokes
© K “TAK d
mi  wood 4 strokes

‘Note: “A” is written as “4 " on the left side of a character.

a0y K 2Pk

hu® fire ) 4 strokes
’,-N(-)te: “% ™ is written as “~" at the bottom of a character.

3. IABIE P HYPF Leam and write the Chinese characters appearing in the
texts

ﬁ;;nﬁ# + A ﬁ‘ ilﬁ

YAYFRR Cultural Notes

The Chinese Language (Hanyu) and “Common Speech” (Putonghua)

Scholars think Chinese writing originated almost four thousand years ago and that the
spoken language goes back to remote antiquity, making it one of the wmﬁld.’s oldest languages.
In spite of its great age, Chinese is now one of the most widely used living langu.ages. The
language is spoken in many dialects within China, as well as in many overseas Chinese com-
munities, especially in Southeast Asia, Europe, and the Americas. And there are: more than
a billion native speakers of Chinese worldwide. It is one of the languages the United Nations

uses when conducting official business.
_12-

Chinese belongs to the Sino-Tibetan language family. Hanyu, literally “language of the
Han”, rtefers to the standard Chinese language, and is spoken by the Han, Hui, Manchu,
and other ethnic groups that constitute 94% of the population of China. There are fifty-six
recognized ethnic groups in China, using as many as eighty different languages.

Chinese includes variants from seven main dialect groups. The northern or Mandarin di-
alect covers three fourths of China’s territory and includes two thirds of its population.  Stan-
dard Chinese is also known by its official designation, Putonghua, literally “common speech”.
Pusonghua is based on the northern dialect,using the dialect of Beijing as the basis for its

pronunciation and modern vernacular literature for its grammatical structure. This is the Chi-
nese that is taught in this textbook.
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